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ISKCON Amsterdam can look back on an excep�onally successful year in 
2025. The fes�vals are becoming increasingly professional and a�rac�ng 
a growing number of visitors. More and more people are also finding 
their way to the temple programs. Outreach ac�vi�es on the streets 
have increased significantly, a�rac�ng many enthusias�c devotees. We 
have also welcomed several new devotees. Many young devotees, 
whom we have seen enter and blossom in Krishna consciousness in 
recent years, have now received ini�a�on and begun their dedicated 
spiritual lives.

In Krishna consciousness, every day is a celebra�on. We have everything 
we need for a fulfilling life: we sing and dance, we share and eat 
prasadam, we build deep friendships and strong mutual bonds, and we 
serve Krishna together, all for His pleasure. What more could anyone ask 
for?

During one of our Harinama processions, a passerby once exclaimed, 
"Don't you have anything be�er to do?" The answer is simple: no. There 
is nothing be�er than Krishna consciousness. That's why our lives 
revolve around Krishna, because we experience again and again that this 
is ul�mately the only thing that truly ma�ers.

In 2026, we hope to con�nue this posi�ve development. Despite the 
challenges that may await us, we have faith that Krishna will guide us and 
ensure that everything ul�mately works out well.

Haribol!

Yours, ISKCON Amsterdam Temple Board,

Tosana Krishna dasa, Nilambara dasa, Visva-bandhu dasa



Harinama, the communal chan�ng of 
the Holy Name on the street, is an 
essen�al part of Krishna 
Consciousness. In 2025, devotees of 
ISKCON Amsterdam took to the streets 
on several occasions to perform 
Harinama. Harinama is rou�nely held 
during holidays and major holidays, as 
well as on other special occasions. The 
reac�ons from passersby have been 
overwhelmingly posi�ve. The goal of 
Harinama is to give as many people as 
possible the opportunity to hear the 
Maha Mantra and, where possible, to 
chant along.
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Alongside the chan�ng, book 
distribu�on also takes place during 
Harinama. At present, a dedicated 
group of devotees is ac�vely 
involved in distribu�ng books. In 
December, tradi�onally known as 
the December Marathon, the book 
table was reintroduced. Devotees 
went out to various loca�ons in 
Amsterdam and surrounding 
areas, such as Almere, to 
distribute books. In this way, many 
hundreds of books were handed 
out. The focus was primarily on 
The Path of Perfec�on, but other 
books, such as the Bhagavad-gita, 
were also widely distributed. In 
addi�on, countless meaningful 
conversa�ons were held with 
interested people.

Devotees from Amsterdam also 
par�cipate in the na�onal 
Harinamas organized by HSNL. 
This enthusias�c group travels 
throughout the country to spread 
the Holy Names, sparing no effort 
in doing so.

At present, there is no follow-up 
program for people who accept a 
book or are inspired by the 

Harinama. This will be ini�ated in 
2026. There is also a need for 
professional promo�onal 
materials, which will likewise be 
developed in 2026.

In 2025, it became clear that the 
par�cipants in Harinama and book 
distribu�on demonstrate 
tremendous enthusiasm and 
perseverance. However, the group 
is rela�vely small compared to the 
size of the congrega�on. 
Therefore, monthly sankirtan 
fes�vals will be organized in 2026 
to involve a larger por�on of the 
community in book distribu�on.

Addi�onally, several inspira�on 
sessions were held in 2025, during 
which book distributors could 
speak with one another, with 
senior distributors, and with other 
inspiring individuals about their 
experiences and mo�va�ons.

In terms of street outreach, 2025 
has been an excep�onally 
successful year. The challenge for 
2026 is to maintain this 
momentum and further build on 
this success.

Many ini�a�ves are planned for 2025 to elevate both the 
Harinama and book distribu�on. For example, bimonthly 
Sankirtan fes�vals, complete with pizza par�es, are being 
organized (for now). Integra�on with other ac�vi�es, such 
as Food for Life, will be further explored. The idea is to 
organize an outdoor ac�vity every weekend, so that we, 
as Hare Krishnas, become more visible to the community 
and can con�nue to grow as a congrega�on.
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Food for life

Another public outreach 
ac�vity is Food for Life. This 
ini�a�ve is globally known for 
distribu�ng free prasadam 
meals, and in Amsterdam a 
group of devotees carries this 
out every third Saturday of 
the month. The loca�on near 
Amstel Sta�on is generally 
chosen.

The meals are prepared with 
care and consist of nutri�ous 
vegetarian dishes that are 
first offered and then 
distributed as prasadam. 
Food for Life is not only 
aimed at people who are 
financially struggling, but is  
open to anyone who

appreciates a warm meal and 
a moment of human 
connec�on.

Beyond the prac�cal aspect 
of food relief, the ac�vity also 
conveys a message of 
compassion, service, and 
equality. Volunteers work 
together in an open and 
respec�ul atmosphere, with 
service to others at the
center. Through this monthly 
ac�vity, Food for Life makes a 
visible and posi�ve 
contribu�on to the city and 
provides an accessible way to 
put spiritual values into 
prac�ce.



ISKCON Amsterdam is known for its 
large, vibrant annual fes�vals. We're a 
regular fixture during King's Day. And 
every year, Dam Square transforms into 
a spiritual oasis during the annual 
Ratha Yatra fes�val. And let's not forget 
the Janmashtami fes�val. 2025 has 
been a success in terms of fes�vals. It's 
clear that the organizing teams are 
working increasingly professionally and 
are fully commi�ed to crea�ng top-
notch fes�vals for the enjoyment of 
Lord Krishna, Srila Prabhupada, and the 
devotees.



13 14

Kingsday

King’s Day in Amsterdam is always a colorful and vibrant 
celebra�on, but the Maha Harinama adds a unique spiritual 
dimension each year. While the city transforms into a sea of 
orange, another color fills the streets: the warm, peaceful 
energy of the congrega�onal chan�ng of the Holy Name.

From the moment the devotees gather, a mood of joy and 
togetherness arises. The mridangas, kartals, and harmoniums 
set the tone, a�er which the melodies of the Maha Mantra 
spread like a gentle wave through the busy streets. Amidst the 
crowds, market stalls, and musical performances, the Harinama 
forms a striking yet harmonious contrast: an oasis of spirituality 
in the midst of the fes�vi�es.

The reac�ons from the public are heartwarming. People stop to 
listen, smile, take photos, or spontaneously begin to dance. 
Some even join the procession for a while, drawn in by the 
joyful atmosphere. For many passers-by, it is an unexpected 
moment of peace, inspira�on, or recogni�on.

During the Maha Harinama, book distribu�on is also in full 
swing. Devotees hand out books to interested people, engage 
in conversa�ons, and offer them the opportunity to learn more 
about the philosophy behind the mantras. King’s Day proves to 
be a frui�ul occasion every year: the openness of the people, 
combined with the fes�ve atmosphere, leads to countless 
beau�ful encounters.

The Maha Harinama on King’s Day is therefore not only a 
fes�ve celebra�on of the Holy Name, but also a powerful form 
of outreach. It shows how spirituality and culture can go hand 
in hand, even on the busiest and most exuberant day of the 
year. For the devotees, it is a highlight: a day on which they can 
joyfully and visibly share Krishna’s message with thousands of 
people.



sense of gra�tude filled the 
room, gra�tude for the Holy 
Name, for the community, for 
the organiza�on, and for the 
blessing of HH Sacinandana 
Swami’s visit. Kirtan Mela 2025 
was more than an event; it was a 
spiritual milestone that touched 
many hearts and laid the 
founda�on for even more 
inspiring gatherings in the future.

voices of the a�endees merged 
into one flowing stream of 
mantra. It was a day in which 
�me seemed to fade, with the 
Holy Name at the center, 
powerful, pure, and 
transforma�ve.

A par�cularly special highlight of 
the day was the visit of HH 
Sacinandana Swami. His 
presence brought an extra 
dimension of depth and 
inspira�on. With his 
characteris�c gentleness and 
spiritual strength, he led a kirtan 
that brought the en�re hall into a 
state of deep concentra�on and 
joy. His brief words in between, 
simple yet filled with wisdom, 
reminded everyone of the 
essence of bhak�: opening the 
heart to Krishna through sincere 
and a�en�ve mantra medita�on.

Kirtan Mela 2025 – A Day of Deep 
Devotion in the Oranjekerk
This year’s Kirtan Mela, 
organized by ISKCON Amsterdam 
in the atmospheric Oranjekerk, 
was a day that will remain etched 
in the collec�ve heart of the 
community. The high arches of 
the church, normally filled with 
tranquility, were infused from 
the very first sounds with a 
powerful, upli�ing energy. 
Devotees from Amsterdam and 
far beyond came together to 
immerse themselves for an 
en�re day in the chan�ng of the 
Holy Name.

The Mela offered a beau�ful 
variety of melodies, rhythms, 
and moods. Different kirtaniyas 
led the sessions, each with their 
own style and devo�onal 
expression. The mridangas and 
kartals filled the space with a 
pulsa�ng rhythm, while the

The Mela offered not only music 
but also connec�on. Between 
the kirtans, devotees met one 
another, shared experiences, and 
formed new friendships. The 
atmosphere was warm, 
welcoming, and filled with a 
sense of collec�ve spiritual 
aspira�on.

At the end of the day, a palpable
15 16
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Janmashtami Festival 2025 – A Spiritual 
Highlight in the Oranjekerk
The 2025 Janmashtami fes�val, 
organized by ISKCON Amsterdam 
in the atmospheric Oranjekerk, 
was without doubt one of the 
most impressive and well-
a�ended events of the year. 
Visitors began arriving early in 
the evening, and by the �me the 
program was in full swing, 
thousands had made their way to 
the church to celebrate the 
appearance of Lord Krishna. That 
evening, the Oranjekerk was 
transformed into a vibrant center 
of devo�on, music, and 
community.

The program was rich and 
carefully curated to inspire 
visitors of all ages and 
backgrounds. The evening was 
filled with lively kirtans, with the 
melodies of the Holy Name filling 
the space and warming the

hearts of those present. 
Throughout the evening, various 
performances followed, 
including a beau�fully executed 
drama and a dance presenta�on.

A par�cularly notable highlight 
this year was the offering of 1008 
items, organized for the first �me 
in Amsterdam. Throughout the 
day, and even in the days leading 
up to the fes�val, devotees 
lovingly prepared hundreds of 
small and larger offerings, 
ranging from sweet treats to 
savory dishes. The offering was 
presented with great reverence 
to Lord Krishna and formed an 
impressive visual and spiritual 
centerpiece of the fes�val. For 
many visitors, it was a unique 
opportunity to witness a 
tradi�onal offering of this scale 
up close.

Alongside the main program, 
visitors had ample opportunity to 
deepen their understanding of 
the culture and philosophy of 
bhak� yoga. The Ekadashi food 
stall offered a wide selec�on of 
delicious sa�vic dishes, 
enthusias�cally received by the 
crowd. The aromas of freshly 
prepared snacks and sweets 
con�nuously drew new visitors. 
The book table was also busy 
throughout the evening, with 
many interested people taking 
home books ranging from 
introductory works on bhak�-
yoga to profound philosophical 
texts such as the Bhagavad-gita.

The Janmashtami fes�val of 2025 
was therefore not only a 
celebra�on of Krishna’s 
appearance but also a 
celebra�on of community, 
spirituality, and shared joy. The 
large turnout, the deep 
dedica�on of the volunteers, and 
the warm responses from visitors 
made it clear that this event 
plays an important role in the 
spiritual life of Amsterdam and 
its surroundings. The success of 
this year provides a strong 
founda�on for future fes�vals, in 
which the Holy Name, devo�on, 
and connec�on will once again 
take center stage.
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Ratha Yatra Amsterdam 2025 – A Radiant 
Festival of Devotion and Community

The 2025 Ratha Yatra fes�val in Amsterdam was once again a 
brilliant highlight in the city's spiritual calendar. Everything about 
the event showed how the fes�val con�nues to grow: the 
organiza�on becomes more professional each year, the program 
richer, and the interest greater. What once began as a modest 
celebra�on has grown into a grand, vibrant, and deeply spiritual city 
fes�val that touches thousands of people.

The fes�val began with the 
tradi�onal parade, one of the 
most beloved aspects of Ratha 
Yatra. Lord Jagannatha, Lord 
Balarama, and Lady Subhadra 
were pulled through the streets 
of Amsterdam on their 
beau�fully decorated chariot. 
The procession, accompanied by 
kirtan, dancing, and a sea of 
joyful faces, made its way 
through the city center toward 
Dam Square. Tens of thousands 
of people, locals and tourists

alike, had the opportunity to 
see the Lord and receive the 
blessing of His darshan. The 
atmosphere was fes�ve, 
peaceful, and filled with 
devo�on.

On Dam Square, a rich and 
varied fes�val program 
unfolded. The stage welcomed 
an impressive lineup of na�onal 
and interna�onal kirtaniyas, 
who filled the en�re day with 
powerful spiritual energy 
through their melodies and

rhythms. The music brought 
people together: devotees, 
curious onlookers, passers-by, 
and tourists, everyone was 
invited to sing, dance, or simply 
listen.

Around the stage, various stalls 
a�racted much apprecia�on. 
Visitors could enjoy snacks and 
full meals, all prepared 
according to the sa�vic 
principles of Krishna 
Consciousness. The book stall 
drew a constant stream of 
interested people eager to learn 
more about the philosophy and 
prac�ce of bhak� yoga. There 
was also a special tent 
dedicated to explaining the 
deeper philosophy of Krishna 
Consciousness. Here, inspiring 
conversa�ons took place, and 
many le� with new insights and 
a sense of inner enrichment.
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A par�cularly impressive aspect 
of the fes�val was the 
enormous amount of prasadam 
distributed. In total, three 
thousand plates were given out 
for free, a beau�ful expression 
of hospitality and compassion, 
and an essen�al part of the 
Ratha Yatra tradi�on. The tents 
and stalls were also decorated 
with beau�ful banners lovingly 
designed by devotees from the 
Amsterdam congrega�on. 
These ar�s�c details gave the 
fes�val a warm and 
recognizable appearance.

Ratha Yatra 2025 was therefore 
not only a fes�ve celebra�on of 
Lord Jagannatha but also a 
powerful manifesta�on of 
community, coopera�on, and 
spiritual joy. The fes�val 
brought people together, 
inspired thousands, and once 
again demonstrated how 
Krishna Consciousness can be a 
posi�ve and unifying force in 
the heart of Amsterdam. The 
con�nued growth of the event 
promises much for the future, 
with expecta�ons that the 
coming years will be even richer, 
larger, and more inspiring.

The regular programs organized by ISKCON Amsterdam are the 
Sunday Feast and the Tuesday Dinner Club. These programs are 
well a�ended and appreciated. In addi�on to these, ISKCON 
Amsterdam also organizes programs on specific holy days, such as 
Gaura Purnima, Nityananda Trayodashi, Balarama Purnima, and 
others. In many cases, a Harinama is organized in the city prior to 
these programs. During and a�er the programs, spiritual books 
are available, and a vegetarian meal is served.

Regular home programs are also organized in Uithoorn, 
Amstelveen, Alphen aan den Rijn, and Eindhoven. Also, the 
Kar�ka hompe programs were again organised in the homes of 
several devotees.

Regular programs

Home programs
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Initiations Visiting Maharaja’s & 
senior devotees

The following devotees received ini�a�on in 2025. On behalf of 
the congrega�on of ISKCON Amsterdam, we wish all newly 
ini�ated devotees a blessed spiritual life.

Harinama

� Lilesvara Dasa (Bh. Leis by HG Mahatma prabhu)
� Namacarya Dasa (Bh. Naman by HH Bhak� Marga Swami)
� Ravindra Svarupa Dasa (Bh. Ritam by HH Bhak� Marga 
Swami)
� Vaibhavi Devi Dasi (Bhn. Violeta by HH Bhak� Marga Swami)
� Isvari Devi Dasi (Bhn. Elena by HG Mahatma prabhu)
� Radha Sharan Dasa (Bh. Ravishankar by HH Radhanatha 
Swami)
� Isananda Gopinatha Dasa (Bh. Igor by HG Caitanya Candra 
Carana prabhu)
� Visva-bandhu Dasa (Bh. Vidjay by HG Vaisesika prabhu)
� Vraja Sundari Devi Dasi (Bhn. Vraja Sundari by HH 
Radhanatha Swami)
� Gopinatha Dasa (Bh. Gionata by HG Matsya Avatara prabhu)

Brahmana

� Nilambara Dasa (By HH Radhanatha Swami)

The following maharajas and senior devotees visited ISKCON 
Amsterdam in 2025:

� HH SB Keshava Swami
� HH Sundara Caitanya Goswami
� HH Bhak� Prabhava Swami
� HH Bhak� Vasudeva Swami
� HH Sacinandana Swami
� HH Bhak� Sara Govindananda Swami
� HH Bhak� Marga Swami
� HH Jayadvaita Swami
•      HG Mahatma Prabhu
•      HG Baldev Prabhu
•      HG Brajsundar Prabhu
•      HG Gaurahari Prabhu
•      HG Devakinandana Prabhu
•      HG Visvambhar Sheth Prabhu
•      HG Tarana Caitanya Prabhu
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New Temple Building

To carry out our ac�vi�es more 
effec�vely and sustainably, we 
are ac�vely searching for a new 
temple building. The current 
premises have become too 
small, offer no space for an 
ashram, and are located in a 
residen�al area. As a result, the 
possibili�es are limited: parking 
is expensive and scarce, and we 
cannot fully u�lize the building 
in the way we envision.

The search for a new loca�on 
began several years ago. Our 
preference is to purchase our 
own building, allowing us to 
create a stable and future-proof 
founda�on for our community. 
We are exploring various 
op�ons, such as mul�func�onal 
spaces in industrial areas or 
characteris�c old churches in 
Amsterdam and the 
surrounding region.

Deity worship forms the heart 
of spiritual life within ISKCON 
Amsterdam. Every day, Sri Sri 
Karuna-Nitai Gauracandra are 
worshipped with care, devo�on, 
and loving a�en�on according 
to the guidelines given by Srila 
Prabhupada. This form of 
worship is not merely a ritual 
but a living prac�ce that 
connects the community with 
the centuries-old Gaudiya 
Vaishnava tradi�on.

Daily Worship

The daily program includes 
mul�ple ara� ceremonies, the 
offering of freshly prepared 
meals (bhoga), the singing of 
holy names, and the recita�on 
of prayers. Volunteers and 
dedicated pujaris ensure that 
the Dei�es are dressed, cared 
for, and surrounded by an 
atmosphere of devo�on every 
day. The temple room is cleaned 
daily so that the Dei�es are

worshipped in a pure and 
inspiring environment.

Community Involvement

Deity worship is a collec�ve 
effort. Members of the 
congrega�on contribute by 
preparing prasadam, arranging 
flowers, suppor�ng the pujari 
service, or simply being present 
during the ara�s. This shared 
devo�on strengthens the bonds 
within the community and 
creates a spiritual atmosphere 
in which everyone feels 
welcome.

Fes�vals and Highlights

In addi�on to daily worship, 
major Vaishnava fes�vals are 
celebrated with special 
a�en�on. On days such as 
Gaura Purnima, Janmashtami, 
and Ratha Yatra, extra ara�s, 
kirtans, and special offerings are 
made. These moments o�en 
a�ract large numbers of visitors

We recognize that this is a long-
term process. Nevertheless, we 
con�nue with determina�on, 
trus�ng that, if Krishna so 
desires, a suitable loca�on will 
eventually come our way, a 
place where our congrega�on 
can grow, gather, and spiritually 
flourish.

Throughout the year, we will 
keep the community informed 
of all relevant developments 
and steps in this process.

Deity worship



The ISKCON Church Society's 2025 financial statements are 
structured differently than in previous years. Several items have 
been combined. For example, all dona�ons are now recorded under 
a single, comprehensive entry. Certain expenditure items have also 
been combined because, in prac�ce, it proved difficult to break 
these down consistently and accurately.

In 2025, ISKCON Church Society received approximately €45,000 
more in dona�ons than in the previous year. This is related to 
various campaigns organized throughout the year, including those 
for fes�vals.

It is also notable that the building rent entry is lower in 2025 than in 
2024. This is because the entry for December 2025 was not made 
un�l January 2026. Furthermore, the invoice for January 2025 was 
received in December 2024 and also recorded in that month.

Finally, ISKCON Amsterdam faced legal costs in 2025. These costs are 
expected to con�nue into 2026.

There are no significant developments to report for the ISKCON 
Trading Founda�on. The founda�on received very li�le income in 
2025, unlike in 2024, when a catering order was received. However, 
some expenses were recorded through the ISKCON Trading 
Founda�on.
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and form highlights in the spiritual year of the community.

Pujari Team

Sri Sri Karuna-Nitai Gauracandra are worshipped and cared for by a 
dedicated team of pujaris. Over the past year, this team has worked 
on further professionalizing the pujari services. The pujaris hold 
weekly mee�ngs in which relevant topics and challenges are 
discussed.

Looking Ahead

In 2025, ISKCON Amsterdam will con�nue to deepen and 
professionalize deity worship. The desire for a larger and more 
suitable temple building plays an important role in this, so that the 
worship of Sri Sri Karuna-Nitai Gauracandra can be carried out even 
be�er and with more facili�es in the future. The community 
remains enthusias�cally commi�ed to realizing this vision.

Financial report

Explanation
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Below are the income statements of the ISKCON Church Society and 
the ISKCON Trading Founda�on for 2024 and 2025. A budget for 
2026 has also been prepared. The balance sheet of the ISKCON 
Trading Founda�on for 2024 and 2025 is also included below.

Income Statement ISKCON 
Kerkgenootschap

Balance Sheet Stichting 
ISKCON Trading

Income Statement 
Stichting ISKCON Trading
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The year 2026 will largely be dedicated to the search for a new 
home for ISKCON Amsterdam. Several interes�ng and realis�c 
op�ons are currently being considered, although these will s�ll 
require considerable effort. A new building will enable ISKCON 
Amsterdam to be�er achieve its goals and further develop its 
ac�vi�es.

Furthermore, we will work on a more consistent and recognizable 
style in our communica�ons and social media. This will allow us to 
be�er inform and support congrega�on members and visitors.

At the same �me, our current ac�vi�es will con�nue and, where 
necessary, further professionalize. In the longer term, we aim to 
expand ISKCON Amsterdam's professional network, a�ract more 
(permanent) volunteers, and inspire even more people to prac�ce 
Krishna consciousness.

Preview 2026



www.iskconamsterdam.nl

Sunday Feast – every Sunday
from 14:45 – 19:30

Tuesday Dinner Program – every Tuesday
from 17:00 – 20:00

Harinama – Thursday & Friday
from 15:00 – 17:00 (contact first)

Sankirtan (Book distribution ) –
Contact Sankirtan team

Food for Life – every third Saturday of the
month from 14:00 – 16:00


